
Today millions of people all over the
world are doing their washing using
environmentally friendly machines

from Asko Cylinda AB. The Swedish com-
pany’s washing machines, dishwashers
and dryers are well known for their low
consumption of both electricity and water.

Asko Cylinda AB is the largest produc-
tion site for Asko Appliances. It exports to
more than 30 countries (which accounts
for a full 80 per cent of the company’s
total sales of SEK 1,200 million) and has
a worldwide reputation for its energy-
saving, efficient quality products. 

Asko Appliances group was last year
acquired by the Antonio Merloni group
and today sales of its white goods are
increasing as new European markets
open up to it. The company has already
been successful in Scandinavia, the US
and Australia.

Now there are new opportunities for its
products in Southern Europe, Belgium,
Germany and UK where Antonio Merloni
has strong sales and distribution networks. 

The first machine
Asko Cylinda’s history goes back to 1950
when an innovative young farmer from
Vastergotland named Karl-Erik Andersson
built a washing machine for his mother.
His idea was to create a machine that was
both energy-saving and water efficient.

The model he came up with was a mac-
hine with superior cleaning power and relia-
bility. It could heat water, spin and even
boasted a durable, state-of-the-art stain-
less steel drum.

Andersson’s results were so extraordi-
nary that he soon built five other similar
machines and found they were in dem-
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and. The company was born and the
business took off with steady growth 
and increasing volume over the years.

Andersson then built a world-class
engineering and manufacturing facility
right on the family farm where it stands
today. Over the years, new products were
added to the line. These included dish-
washers and dryers.

State-of-the-art production
Asko Appliances employs more than
1100 people from marketers, construc-
tors, designers and engineers to assem-
blers and service technicians dealing with
anything from interpreting market demands
to constructing, manufacturing, marketing
and maintaining household appliances.

Asko Cylinda AB is located in Jung, out-
side Vara, in the province of Vastergotland
in Sweden. The facility is 53,000 sq m and
600 people are employed there.

All the ASKO appliances clean with a
fraction of the water, electricity and deter-
gent of ordinary machines. Every compo-
nent is constructed of steel rather than
plastic wherever possible.

The efficient production line turns out
1200 machines daily – one machine is

completed every 30 seconds. More than
600 dishwashers, 400 washing machines
and a few hundred dryers are manufac-
tured every day.

Asko Cylinda has invested in the latest
state-of-the-art production equipment 
to reach optimal production volume. This
included a new press line. 



Good products
demand reliable
subcontractors

Trelleborg Building Systems manufactures injection-
moulded sealing profiles that are used by practically
every sector of manufacturing industry, including
white goods manufacturers, window and door 
manufacturers, coachbuilders, the engineering
industry, building trade and so on.

We manufacture sealing profiles in all 
commonly used materials. Contact us at an early
stage and we can apply our specialist knowledge to
come up with the right design and the right 
materials for sealing profiles that you can fit easily
at the right price.

Exploit the benefit of our long experience
to suit your special requirements.

Trelleborg Building Systems
IndustrialProfiles Nordic

Värnamo:
Box 1004, SE-33129 Värnamo

Tel. +46 370-48100
Fax. +46 370-48230

www.industrialprofiles-nordic.com
E-mail: industrialprofiles-nordic@trelleborg.com

Rydaholm:
Box 9, SE-33017 Rydaholm

Tel. +46 472-25800
Fax. +46 472-25030

Stainless Steel Products
Cold rolled 0.25 – 6.00mm

Hot rolled 2.00 – 50.0mm

Flatbars

Roundbars 2.00 – 90.0mm

Cold drawn
Peeled and centerless ground

Anglebars 25.0 – 100.0mm

Wire rod 5.50 – 41.50mm

Wire 0.50 – 20.0mm

Reinforcing bars 3.00 – 25.0mm

ACERINOX SCANDINAVIA AS
Havnelageret, Langkaia, N-0150 OSLO, Norway

Tel: 47 2247 9660  Fax: 47 2247 9666

HARNESCO AB

Lerboda 4008, 66500 hil, Sweden. 
Tel: +46 554 20414 Fax: +46 554 20444

We are pleased to be associated
with Asko Cylinda and would like to
take this opportunity to wish them
continued success for the future.

Freek
The heaters for ASKO tumble dryers are German quality products supplied by FREEK for
more than 15 years.

Founded in 1950, FREEK is a highly experienced and flexible heater manufacturer
with a record of steady growth. In 1997 it formed its own co-operation platform,
EUCOPET, by bringing together other SMEs, including competitors, as well as important
customers such as ASKO.

The EUCOPET co-operation platform is modular in design and is made up of techno-
logical, organisational and, most importantly, human resources (qualification and moti-
vation) `bricks’. These bricks are not simply theoretical constructs but practical and
verified tools for designing, operating and maintaining a co-operative relationship.

EUCOPET allows FREEK and ASKO to exploit the potential of common R&D as well as
of close co-operation in many other areas. The platform enables the two companies to
develop remarkable product innovations and to design optimal production and adminis-
tration processes.

In the development of the latest ASKO tumble dryer heating element, for example,
the platform enabled significant economies of scale to be realised, thereby cutting
costs. This demonstrates that with intelligent design and value-adding concepts, ‘low-
tech’ products can be manufactured profitably even in highly industrialised economies.

Storbergsvägen 4 Tel: +358 6 868 6111

Pb 550 Fax: +358 6 868 6222

FIN-67701 Karleby Email: sales@aholatransport.fi

www.aholatransport.fi

Always There!
Direct transport within the Nordic countries

• Working according to customer wishes
…working to achieve customer goals.



ASKO CYLINDA ■ ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONICS

Managing director Staffan Billinger says:
“We have invested not just in a new press
line but in a totally new production set-up
for laundry products, washing machines
and dryers, that included a transit press
line and also production lines for the cylin-
der, the container and cabinet of the
products and new assembly lines. 

“The investment in a totally new platform
in 97/98 with introduction in the market in
late 98 has been very successful.”

He adds: “I would say that productivity
has improved significantly. It has also
improved quality – we have never had
better product quality.”

Successful integration
One of the reasons Antonio Merloni bought
Asko Appliances was to keep their foothold
in Scandinavia, says Staffan Billinger.

“We had already sold about 100,000
units of Antonio Merloni appliances in
Scandinavia under our own brands,” he
says. “The other purpose was to bring the
ASKO brand into the Antonio Merloni group
as it is a prestige brand at the top end of
the market – which they have not got.

“I also think our know-how in marketing
and market position were important, par-
ticularly in the US where we have been
really successful. Another point was 

Elektromanufaktur Zangenstein - Hanauer GmbH & Co. KGaA
Siemensstrasse 1 - D-92507 Nabburg

Tel: (49) 94 33 / 89 8 0 • Fax: (49) 94 33 / 89 8 2 32
Web: www.emz-hanauer.de • E-mail: info@emz-hanauer.de

INNOVATION AND VISION
The interaction of competence in mechanical,
electronic and production related technology forms the
basis for the development and production of top
quality high tech products.
Our strong points are our experience, our technology,
but above all the commitment of our staff.

NEW TECHNOLOGIES
A strong team is responsible for looking for new
production technologies, materials and test
equipment.
This team optimises and updates existing processes,
tools and products so that they are in line with the
latest state of technology.

OUR PRODUCTS
A product is only as good as the service that goes with it. emz is a world-wide supplier for the appliances
industry. Our products are customised for washing machines, dishwasher, dryers, etc. Our focus in the
appliance industry are doorlocks and sensors, which we are supplying in millions of pieces.
Staff with years of know-how look after our customers from the first inquiry to the final serial production.

R&K sensors ab
Box 7086
SE-187 12 TÄBY
SWEDEN
Telephone +46 8 544 40 560
Fax +46 8 732 74 40
E-mail ebbe.bergstrom@rkgruppen.se
Web www.rkgruppen.se

TTuurrnniinngg  ccuussttoomm  
ddeessiiggnn  iinnttoo  ssttaannddaarrdd

Custom-designed controllers and sensors for climate
control and white goods manufacturers in Scandinavia. 

Sensors for: temperature, humidity, airflow, pressure,
level, acceleration, IR and gas indication.

More than 35 years of business relations with Japan
and the Far East means we have the unique capability
to find the right solution at a reasonable price. Our
sales office in Tokyo, together with an exclusive
network of partners in Japan, Korea, Singapore,
Taiwan and Hongkong allows us to live up to our
motto:

We turn custom design into standard

Don’t get lost in the Maze - at R&K we will take you to
your destination without detours!



Global logistics
– smart and easy

Logistics. Worldwide.
With a strong presence on every continent, the Danzas Group is
the world’s leading provider of logistics solutions. Its 43,000
employees worldwide generated net sales of EUR 8.3 billion
(USD 7.8 billion) in 2000. Danzas is based in Basel, Switzerland,
and belongs to the Deutsche Post World Net.

Whatever worldwide
logistics needs you have,
you can be sure there is a
suitable solution for you
within the Danzas AEI
product portfolio. Take
advantage of our exten-
sive experience in air and
ocean transports as well 
as in project forwarding.
In addition our offering
includes a broad range of
value added services
through intelligent IT
solutions. Thanks to our
worldwide network you
will always find one of our
offices close to you and
your customers. 

Danzas AEI Intercontinental AB · Box 12131 · 402 42 Göteborg · Phone +46 31 61 09 40 · Fax +46 31 14 24 72
www.se.danzas.com 

Wirsbo Solutions for the Home:
Heating, cooling and water systems 
- out of sight but never out of mind

Wirsbo Solutions for the Workplace:
Custom applications for shops, offices,
hotels and factories

Wirsbo Solutions for Everyone:
District Heating Systems

Wirsbo Bruks AB, Industrial Plastics
730 61 Virsbo, SWEDEN
Tel: +46 (0)223 380 00  Fax: +46 (0)223 381 03

Heat and Water
in Harmony

Security, Comfort and Expertise

www.wirsbo.org

Foreign trade services:
• Business contact services

• Market research

• Hired management and 
legal services

Import:
• Subcontractor network

• Contract manufacturing and 
industrial subcontracting

Export:
• Search of customers and 

distributor channels

• Start up of export activities 

We import and export from manufact-
urers directly to the customer’s depot.

Management consulting services:
• Business development projects

• Financial control, planning and 
reporting systems

• Resources analyses and reorgani-
sations of business activities

• Strategic planning and 
decision making

Quality consulting:
• Auditing - IQRS competence

• Clarifications of quality productivity

Buslink Oy •  Bomansonintie 1B  •  FIN - 00570 Helsinki  •  Finland
Tel: + 358 9 621 1045 • Fax: + 358 9 621 1029 • Email: buslink@co.inet.fi • www.buslink.fi

Interested in doing business in the Baltic
States or Russia?

Buslink Oy are specialist consultants in the fields of metal and customer-
designed cast articles of any size, tool or pattern manufacturing. 

Alstermo Produktion AB
Kabelvågen, 36075 Alstermo, SWEDEN

Tel: +46 481 50880
Fax: +46 481 50888

Alstermo – the Cable Company

Acknowledged  proficiency in cabling for internal wiring,
automotive and flexible cords. Specialists in the production 

of halogen free material products.

Technical expertise combined with top quality 
products and short lead times

The leading supplier of wire storage solutions in the Nordic region,
Pelly Industri is also a world leader in industrial engineering in wire. 
Pelly Industri designs and develops all its products itself to ensure the
highest standards of functionality and quality, combined with simple
elegance and beauty. 
With a philosophy of continuous improvement and a focus on design,
logistics, packaging and price, Pelly Industri has become a supplier to
leading manufacturers of fixtures and fittings for kitchens, bathrooms
and cloakrooms.

Pelly Industri AB, PO Box 70, 
Industriagatan 14 -22, 

SE-330 33 Hillerstorp, Sweden.
Tel: +46 370 3735 00 Fax: +46 370 3735 90 

Email: market@pellyindustri.se 
Web: www.pellyindustri.se



Freek quality open wire heating elements for hand 
and tumble dryers up to maximum 3000 W (230V)
available with…

• Integral temperature control

• Additional insulation plates in the metal housing

• Cable protection sleeves and seals

• Supported spirals

Also in our product range:

• Cartridge heaters

• Nozzle heaters

• Infrared heaters

• Tubular heaters

• Band heaters

• Thermocouples

• Controllers

• Flat heating elements

• Open wire elements

More than 50 years of experience in manufacturing
industrial heating elements for you!

“Your choice: Freek quality heaters for hand and tumble dryers!”

Friedrich Freek GmbH: 

Postbox 2210

D-58682 Menden, GERMANY

tel: +49 2373 9590-0

fax: +49 2373 9590-30

email: mail@freek.de

website: www.freek.de

We are pleased to be associated with 
Asko Cylinda 

and wish them continued success for the future.

Box 1060 Onslunda, 
273 03 TOMELILLA

Tel: +46 417 302 80 • Fax: +46 417 302 13
E-mail: info@sglarsson.se

technology. Our mutual R&D resources
will of course be stronger.

Staffan Billinger says the current step is
integration between Antonio Merloni and
Asko Appliances. “We are looking into
what market advantages this could give
us,” he says. “We are getting started with
Italy, Spain, Belgium and Germany. The
second phase has been looking into the
Scandinavian markets.”

He goes on: “Setting up a brand port-
folio for the Scandinavian markets now
that we are a group together has been
the most important thing and of course
looking into the sourcing of raw material
and components, to get the cost down. 

“We are very interested in the Antonio
Merloni distribution network. They are very
strong in Eastern Europe and the UK is also
a big market for them. We have been strong
in Scandinavia and Australia and the US –
so I think we complement each other. 

“We have been a great success story in
the US. Every fourth dishwasher sold in the
US with a consumer price of more than
$700 is an ASKO”. 

Focusing on the future
Staffan Billinger’s message is that the
integration with Antonio Merloni is going
well and the company is now looking
towards a successful future.

“In the future we will have a strong mar-
keting set-up in Scandinavia,” he says. “We
have made decisions on low, middle and

upper sector brands. We have factories
now in Sweden, Finland and in Italy with
product ranges supporting each brand.”

He says the company now is launch-
ing an even stronger product range of
laundry and adds, “I think in two years
time we will also have significant growth
in dishwashers”.                                       ■■


